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“THAT DAY AND HOUR
KNOWETH NO MAN”

Bobby Liddell

INTRODUCTION1

When is Christ returning? No man knows. Some men claim to
know, but no man knows. God knows, but no man knows. Men
conjecture and postulate, proposing date-after-date for Christ’s return,
declaring that they know, but no man knows. Jesus said, concerning the
time of His Second Coming: “But of that day and hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only” (Mt. 24:36).
Whom shall we believe, false prophets, or Jesus Christ, the Son of God
and Savior of man? Still, many are confusing the ignorant and
misleading the gullible with their false doctrines about Christ’s return,
and the Judgment (Mt. 15:14). Their erroneous claims are that they
know the date of Christ’s return; that is, that they know the end of this
world is near, and that the “signs of the times” are their proof. Thus,
they frighten many, including some sincere, searching people, and they
prey upon poor souls who follow their preposterous “prophecies.”

THE END OF THE WORLD: OCTOBER 21, 2011?

A tract, found on the website, ebiblefellowship.com, entitled “THE
END OF THE WORLD: OCTOBER 21st, 2011,” has the following:

Now, at this time, information is coming forth from the Bible
which clearly reveals God’s plan for Judgment Day and the end
of the world itself. The Bible has opened up its secrets concern-
ing the timeline of history. This information was never previ-
ously known because God had closed up His Word blocking any
attempt to gain knowledge of the end of the world ... God is now
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opening up His Word because we have arrived at the time of the
end. For this reason, it has become very obvious to the serious
student of the Bible that we are now living in the last few days
of earth’s history ... As a matter of fact, because we are living at
the end of time, God is now revealing to His people the follow-
ing information ...2

According to the tract, God has only recently revealed the
“TIMING OF IMPORTANT EVENTS IN HISTORY.” Preceding the
list of “important events” is this remarkable assertion: “These dates can
be trusted entirely because they come right out of the Bible.” No, they
came from the heart of a false prophet. To Jeremiah, the Lord said:
“The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have
I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you
a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of
their heart” (Jer. 14:14; cf. 8:8; 23:32). From the date of “11,013 B.C.”
for Creation, the author concludes the “church age” (a premillen-
nial/dispensational designation indicating a “spiritual parenthesis”; i.e.,
the supposed postponement of the establishment of Christ’s kingdom,
and also indicating the false belief that the church and the kingdom are
not the same; cf. Mt. 16:16ff) ended in A.D. 1988. Thus, according to
him, on September 7, 1994, the “2300-day period of the great tribula-
tion came to an end.” Then, he continues:

On May 21, Judgment Day will begin and the rapture (the taking
up into heaven of God’s elect people) will occur at the end of the
23-year great tribulation. On October 21st, the world will be
destroyed by fire (7000 years from the flood; 13,023 years from
creation) ... The Bible teaches that on May 21, 2011, only true
believers elected by God to receive salvation will be raptured
(taken up) out of this world to meet the Lord in the air and
forever be with the Lord ... On Judgment Day, May 21st, 2011,
this 5-month period of horrible torment will begin for all the
inhabitants of the earth. It will be on May 21st that God will
raise up all the dead that have ever died from their graves.
Earthquakes will ravage the whole world as the earth will no
longer conceal its dead (Isaiah 26:21) ... On October 21st, 2011,
God will completely destroy this creation and all of the people
who never experienced the salvation of Jesus Christ along with
it. The awful payment for their sinful rebellion against God will
be completed by the loss of everlasting life. On October 21st,
2011, all of these poor people will cease to exist from that point
forward.3
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Either we missed the rapture, or since no one else is missing, we all
were “left behind,” or, it is the case that those who have claimed to
have known the “day and the hour” did not. Of course, we all know that
May 21, 2011 passed without any of the aforementioned events
happening. A passage particularly relevant for all such self-proclaimed
prophets is Deuteronomy 18:22. It states:

When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing
follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously:
thou shalt not be afraid of him.

Can we know the truth about Christ’s return? Surely, we can know
what God has revealed (Jn. 8:32; 17:17). To that end, let us consider
what false teachers are saying, in contradiction of God’s Word.

MANY HAVE SET DATES
FOR CHRIST’S RETURN, BUT ALL WERE WRONG

Let us consider some assertions from those who have taught error
concerning the date of the Lord’s return. As these failures will
demonstrate, date setters have failed, continue to fail, and will always
fail. Their failures begin with a misunderstanding of what the “last
days” are. From the early days of Christianity, there has been a
multitude of efforts to seek to determine the time of Christ’s return (the
last day), and to interpret “signs of the times” to that end. Most of these
men, and groups, have approached their objectives with erroneous,
unscriptural, and anti-scriptural doctrines based upon their own desires,
perverted beliefs, and twisted passages. Being wrong about the date of
Christ’s return is not the only spiritual matter about which they have
been wrong. When reading the following, keep in mind that the Bible
does not teach a “Rapture,” “Tribulation” (as defined by these fellows),
or a literal, carnal, world-ending “Battle of Armageddon” (taught by the
system of false doctrine known as Premillennialism, and other forms of
millennialism). Keep in mind also that Jesus said, concerning His
return: “But of that day and hour knoweth no man” (Mt. 24:36).

The Montanists (second century) proclaimed Christ’s imminent
return to set up New Jerusalem in Pepuza (Asia Minor). Christ did not
return in the second century, and no one today even knows the location
of Pepuza.
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A.D. 999 saw many who gave away their possessions to the
Catholic church, thinking Jesus would come back on January 1, 1000.
They lost their possessions, and Christ did not return on Y1K.

Joseph Smith (Mormon) taught that Christ would come back before
the end of the 19th century. He did not.

William Miller (Baptist) said Christ would return in 1843, then
1844. When the time came and went, Christ had not come, but Miller’s
movement went, falling apart.

Charles Taze Russell, who began the Jehovah’s Witnesses group,
said the “Rapture” would take place in 1910, and the world would end
in 1914, but when his prophecy failed, he declared that Christ did
indeed come, but that His return was “invisible.” Later, the Jehovah’s
Witnesses said 1918, then 1925, then 1941, then 1975, then 1984, and
1994 were the dates of Christ’s coming in final judgment. They missed
it every time. In November, 1995, they announced “Armageddon” had
been delayed.

Moses David (David Berg) predicted a comet would kill everyone
in the United States in the mid 1970s, but later cited 1986 as the date
of “Armageddon.” He was wrong.

David Koresh, of the Branch Davidians, predicted 1995 as the date
of the end, but his end came in 1993, and the end did not come in 1995.

Louis Farrakhan (1991) said the Gulf War would be the war of
“Armageddon.” It was not.

A full-page ad in USA Today, placed by the Hyoogo Movement, on
October 20, 1991, said the “Rapture” would take place on October 28,
1992. It did not.

Several noted the year 2000 as the time of the “Battle of Armaged-
don”; thus, they deduced the “Rapture” had to occur in 1993. They
were wrong about Y2K, and every other time.

John Hinkle picked Thursday, June 9, 1994. He was absolutely
sure, but his specific prediction was absolutely wrong.

Harold Camping (president of Family Radio) said the world would
end in September, 1994. (Later, he claimed May 21, 2011, would begin
the end, but when May 21 passed, uneventfully, without hesitation, he
predicted October 21, 2011 as the last day, BL). Like all the others, he
was in error.
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Benny Hinn (Assemblies of God) predicted the “Rapture” would be
in 1993 (and that God would destroy all homosexuals in America by
1994-1995). The “Rapture” did not take place as he predicted and the
homosexuals are still here.

Peter Ruckman (1611 KJV Only Baptist) said the “Rapture” was
to come around 1990, and that the “Millennium” would begin by 2000.
As he so often has been, on so many other issues, he was positively
wrong about this one too.

James Ussher predicted the end of the world would be two
thousand years after the birth of Christ, or, according to his chronology,
1996. It was not.

Vladimir Sobolyovhas forecast the “Armageddon Flood,” by
analyzing prophecies of Nostradamus, to be in 1997-1999. He and
Nostradamus did not know what they claimed to know.

Dan Millar and Bob Wadsworth employed astronomy to predict the
“Antichrist” would arrive at the Vatican on April 10, 1997, as Pope
Peter II. Pope Peter II failed to keep his supposed appointment (and is
not there yet). October 20, 1997 was to be the date of the beginning of
the rebuilding of the Temple. The Temple still has not been started.

Marilyn Agee forecast the “Rapture” for May 31, 1998— then June
7, then June 14, and, then June 21. She was wrong every time.

Jack Van Impe said 2001 would be a year of global chaos, and the
emergence of a one-world church. Van Impe has always been
consistent—in his being wrong.

Jerry Falwell stated in 1999 that he thought Christ’s return would
be within ten years. Time has proved that Falwell had no special
knowledge (but having died, he knows better now).4

Date setters have been wrong on every occasion, and shall always
be. Jesus plainly said: “But of that day and hour knoweth no man” (Mt.
24:36). We know Christ is coming, but we do not know when, for our
Lord said: “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh” (Mt. 25:13).

HAL LINDSEY’S
WIDELY ACCLAIMED—BUT FALSE—PREDICTIONS

Hal Lindsey, author of 20 books which have sold 40 millions
copies, and self-styled “prophecy freak,” is one of the more well-known
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prognosticators of date setting. In a book entitled The World’s Final
Hour (“A Summary of The Late Great Planet Earth,” which was a book
Lindsey wrote in 1970, and which has sold multiplied millions of
copies), he wrote:

There are events today which, because they are happening all at
once, are different from any other time in history. We are seeing
the final fitting together of all the prophetic signs that Jesus said
would come.5

Forty-one years later, it is evident that Lindsey and all the mis-
guided date-setters like him, who mistakenly point to Jesus as their
basis for saying the so-called “signs of the times” indicate we are in the
last days, are still wrong. As a matter of fact, they are shown to be even
much more “wronger.” As a fitting and well known representative of
this group of prophetic predictors, Lindsey lists seven signs of the
return of Christ. A study of Lindsey’s “Seven Signs” will help us to
understand how so many have reached the erroneous conclusion that
“the end is near.”

The First Sign

Lindsey points to the establishment of the geographically bounded
nation of Israel as the first and key sign.

When the Jews became a nation again in 1948, that was the most
important sign that any generation could see, because now they
had returned to their land. It was the first sign.6

Israel became a nation on May 14, 1948 by mandate of the League
of Nations. Lindsey wrote, in The 1980’s: Countdown To Armageddon,
“On that day, the prophetic countdown began!”7 Remember, the events
which were to take place within “This generation” (Mt. 24:34) have, as
their starting date, according to Lindsey, 1948. Most agree a generation
is equivalent to a time period of forty years; thus, forty years from 1948
would be 1988, the date when the “prophetic countdown” should end.
Not surprisingly, since time proved him to be a false prophet, Lindsey
has changed his date; first, to 2007; then, to 2040, and 2047. We will
look at the significance of 1988 later in this chapter.

The Second Sign

Lindsey cites the Jews’ possession of Jerusalem as the second sign,
and states:
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That was the second great sign that the world stage was being set
for the second coming of Jesus the Messiah. Now, since those
two things are true, every other sign I am going to give you has
great significance. If those two things were not true, the other
signs would not have any more significance than they had in
1940 or any other time before that. But you see, there has never
been a time when the Jew has been returned from a worldwide
dispersion or been in total possession of old Jerusalem.8

In 1967, after the Six-Day War, Israel had possession of most of
Jerusalem; however, the control of some areas remained with the
Arabs. From Jim Searcy’s Great Joy In Great Tribulation comes this:

If Israel again took possession of Jerusalem in 1967, and a Bible
generation is 40 years, everything including the tribulation and
the Lord’s return should be done by 2007. Please note that we
are not telling anyone the day or the hour. We could be several
years into the 7 years of final great tribulation and very few of us
would know it. We have reason to expect the end to be before
the end of 2007.9

Since 1988 has passed and the Rapture/Tribulation/Arma-
geddon/Return events, as so loudly and confidently proclaimed by the
date setters, have not come to pass, there must be a new date set for the
last days—2007, as affirmed by Lindsey and Searcy.

The Third Sign

Lindsey claims, “The third sign has not yet happened yet, but it will
soon.” Remember, Lindsey wrote this in 1970. He reasons:

For the Antichirst to desecrate the temple, there first has to be a
temple. I’ve learned that since 1948 certain Jewish societies have
been collecting what they call temple bonds. They already have
a tremendous amount of money gathered for the construction of
the temple. There were some documents discovered a few years
ago, after the repossession of the temple area, which gave the
exact methodology of cutting stone for the temple and so forth.
They had been buried for centuries near the Wailing Wall. And
now the temple can be prefabricated in about six months—the
third sign.10

Keep in mind that as of this day, there has not been one stone laid, nor
shall there be another physical Temple, in which God shall dwell, built
in Jerusalem (Acts 17:24-25; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; Jn. 4:21-24; Mt. 23:37-
24:2).
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The Fourth Sign

Lindsey refers to a rising of a “fantastic power from their [Israel’s]
uttermost north,” as the fourth sign, and concludes:

But we see in our day these prophecies taking place exactly as
they were predicted, because, you see, Russia is the only nation
to the uttermost north of Israel. If you take a globe and go
directly north, you will end right in the middle of Russia. If you
want to read the future of Russia, I can tell you exactly what is
going to happen to Russia and its Communist confederacies,
because all of its confederates are given here, too. The Arabs are
also mentioned.11

In 1970, when Lindsey wrote, Russia was a fearsome world power, but
the Soviet Union has crumbled, and Russia’s once powerful status is no
more. I remember well the many premillennialists who, in the 1960s
and 1970s were preaching the mighty Russian state’s conquests were
leading to the imminently impending “Battle of Armageddon.” They
were wrong.

In December of 1991, as the world watched in amazement, the
Soviet Union disintegrated into fifteen separate countries. Its
collapse was hailed by the west as a victory for freedom, a
triumph of democracy over totalitarianism, and evidence of the
superiority of capitalism over socialism. The United States
rejoiced as its formidable enemy was brought to its knees,
thereby ending the Cold War that had hovered over these two
superpowers since the end of World War II. Indeed, the breakup
of the Soviet Union transformed the entire world political
situation, leading to a complete reformulation of political,
economic and military alliances all over the globe.12

What will premillennial, prophetic predictors do since Russia no
longer fits their fantastically imaginative plans? We know from their
recklessly wild speculations of the past that they will soon find a way
to make current events, present day politics, and modern leaders of men
seem to fit their predictions.

The Fifth Sign

Lindsey says:

The fifth sign is that at the same time this northern power will
arise, there will come up a confederacy of Arabs who will unite
over their common hatred of the nation. Finally, they will
actually launch the attack against the nation of Israel, bringing
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about the last war of the world ... Russia is going to make a
lightning-like thrust, with its confederates, through the Middle
East and conquer the whole African continent ... While the
Russian army is down in Egypt and Africa, news from the north
and from the east will trouble them. If you look to the north of
Africa, what do you see? Europe. And as you look to the east,
you see Asia.13

While some radical Muslims, and some Muslim controlled
countries have most certainly displayed their hatred for Israel (and
America), Lindsey’s date setting failed, and Russia’s ability to do as he
predicted, as noted earlier, has ceased, or at least has greatly dimin-
ished.

The Sixth Sign

Lindsey asserts:

While all of this is going on, there will be a great confederacy of
Asians formed, and they are going to come into this battle once
the Arabs and the Russians start a war ... China, right now, is
boasting an army, a militia, of 200,000,000 soldiers. I could
never see how China could get an army that size to the subconti-
nent. Then some years ago I read some news releases and
learned that India was taking Pakistan to the UN General
Assembly because Pakistan was cooperating with the Red
Chinese to build a road over the mountains which separate them,
a road connecting the Red Chinese with the subcontinent—a
straight shot to the Euphrates River. So this would make it
possible to march a vast army from China [to engage in the
“Battle of Armageddon” according to Lindsey, BL] to the
subcontinent through the Euphrates River. Perhaps the reason
Russia could get away with this lightning-like thrust without
drawing a counterattack is that the army would have to march a
long way. Up to this time, they haven’t had the industrial
complex to produce a fully mechanized army.14

Can you imagine two hundred million Chinese soldiers marching from
China to fight in the Middle East? Lindsey and others like him can, and
do.

The Seventh Sign

Finally, Lindsey conjectures:

The Bible predicts that ancient Rome will be revived again just
shortly before the coming of Christ ... In the last days ten nations
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will rise up out of ruins of the Old Roman Empire. These ten
nations, who will have descendants of the old Roman Empire in
them, will join together in a confederacy. They will become a
vast economic and industrial power. But the real power will
come when out of these ten nations, or this Roman culture, will
suddenly arise an electrifying leader: I call him the future
Fuehrer; some call him the Antichrist ... At the same time that
this person rises, there is one who comes up in the Middle
East—a great religious leader who is called “the false prophet.”
He will join forces with this Roman dictator ... I believe we are
seeing the stage set for all of this to happen.15

Later, the false prophet Lindsey wrote:

When I wrote that in Late Great, the only possible successor to
the Roman Empire (in my opinion) was the European Common
Market. But a decade ago, that organization had just six member
nations, not the 10 the Bible forecast. In 1979, Greece became
the 10th member of the Common Market.16

As is the case with date-setters, subsequent history ultimately
refutes their speculations, as the Bible already had. Historically, the six
original countries making up the European Common Market were
Luxembourg, Netherlands, France, Italy, West Germany, and Belgium.
In 1973, Denmark, The United Kingdom, and Ireland joined. In 1981,
Greece became a member, making a total of ten nations as Lindsey had
“prophesied,” and fulfilling the “seventh sign.” However, in 1986,
Lindsey’s prophetic theory was upset when Portugal and Spain were
added (making a total of 12 nations—2 too many!). In 1995, Austria,
Sweden, and Finland became members (for a total of 15 nations).
Cyprus, Malta, Slovenia, Hungary, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Slovakia, Czech Republic, and Poland joined, what is now the
European Union, in 2004. Later, Bulgaria and Romania became
members. Today, there are 27 nations in the European Union—17 too
many for Lindsey’s theory, and other nations are scheduled to join.17

Lindsey’s false signs culminate in the scenario he describes next.

As soon as these ten nations form the confederacy, the Roman
dictator and the false prophet will appear. That means that
somewhere in Europe, right now, lives the greatest leader this
world will ever know—outside of Jesus the Messiah. Some-
where in Europe there is a man who will make Hitler look like
a choir boy. But, this man, according to the profile the Scripture
gives him, is going to appear to be the savior of the world.
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People are going to accept him as a deity and even as a god. He
is going to come with an electrifying program; we are even told
what the main thrust of his promises will be. The first promise
will be to free the world of war: He will bring universal peace.
The second promise has to do with providing an answer to the
economic problems plaguing the earth ... He will have genuine
answers. But worship of himself will be the price tag. He will
force every person in the world to swear allegiance to him as god
or they can’t receive a number; and if they don’t get that number,
they can’t buy or sell or hold a job.18

Lindsey’s predictions continue:

I can see how the stage is being set for that already, because I
have read many articles predicting we will have a moneyless and
paperless society by the 1980s. I read a report showing how
eventually all money and every transaction will be put on
computers, and everyone will receive a number. The writers
were debating about the best way to keep a person from losing
this number, because if anyone found that number, he could
wipe you out; he could get everything you had. So they were
thinking of tattooing on some prominent place, like the hand or
forehead, in ultraviolet letters, a number which would be a
lifetime number. Now if that were done, it would fulfill exactly
the prophecy about how the Roman dictator will have universal
control.19

Then, he states:

The climax of all I am talking about, when all of these move-
ments of history will converge, will occur during a seven-year
period immediately prior to the return of the Messiah, and Bible
students call this period the great tribulation ... my own personal
convictions are that if you are a true Christian right now, you
will not be here during those seven years (for, Lindsey specu-
lates Christians will be raptured to be spiritual ministers, for
“some beings,” to God, and he writes, “So this tells me that
maybe God is going to redeem many races or worlds of people
on other planets.”)20

Did you notice that he said the end would come soon after the tenth
nation joined the European Common Market (which happened in
1979), and that Christians would be raptured to minister to aliens on
other planets? Are you still searching for the Bible passages that teach
the faithful will be eternally blessed to be able serve aliens on other
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planets? There are just as many such passages teaching that as there are
that teach the premillennial “Rapture”—none.

Finally, Lindsey wrote:

Do you realize that Jesus said that the generation that would see
all of these things begin to happen would not pass away until all
was fulfilled? You are the generation seeing these things; you
are the generation which is not going to see physical death.21

In The Late Great Planet Earth (1970), he defines the generation
as follows:

What generation? Obviously, in context, the generation that
would see the signs—chief among them the rebirth of Israel. A
generation in the Bible is something like forty years. If this is a
correct deduction, then within forty years or so of 1948, all these
things could take place. Many scholars who have studied Bible
prophecy all their lives believe that this is so.22

So, the time of the generation which would see Jesus’ return would
be bounded by 1948 and 1988. You and I know now, that Lindsey and
the “many scholars who have studied Bible prophecy all their lives” as
date setters, always have missed it completely, absolutely, and
indisputably.

THE RAPTURE FORECAST FOR 1988

In 1988, I moved to Pensacola, Florida. Shortly after arriving, I
learned that Joe Civelli, of Pensacola, had written a booklet which
taught the “Rapture” would take place in September of 1988. I called
Mr. Civelli to inquire of his reasons for believing so. He eagerly
explained how he had mathematically calculated Bible prophecies and
dates to arrive at his conclusion. He was very confident he was not
wrong. When I quoted Matthew 24:36, which records the words of
Jesus concerning His return—“But of that day and hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only”—he did not
hesitate in saying: “We can’t know the day or the hour, but it doesn’t
say you can’t know the month and the year.” So, in keeping with his
erroneous view of the words of Christ recorded in Matthew 24:36, he
knew the month to be September, and the year to be 1988. He was
wrong.

At about the same time of Civelli’s writing, Edgar Whisenant wrote
a booklet, entitled 88 Reasons Why The Rapture Will Be In 1988, that
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was printed with another booklet, On Borrowed Time. Concerning
Matthew 24:36, Whisenant wrote:

Man can know every event of the end-time to the very second
except for the day and hour of the Rapture. That is the only
mystery in the whole thing. Isn’t that just like God. He said day
and hour. He didn’t say week, month and year.23

Whisenant stated:

God uses the dates of the last three Feasts of Israel in the years
1988 through 1997 to begin and end the counts of days given in
the Old and New Testament books of Ezekiel, Daniel, and
Revelation. The lunar dates of the last three Feasts of Israel,
which begins and ends the counts of days given in Ezekiel,
Daniel and Revelation will only fit 1988 through 1995. At no
other time in history or the future will these Bible counts fit. This
is unfakeable and undeniable proof that the 70th week of Daniel,
called the Seven-Year Tribulation, starts in 1988.24

He figured the “Rapture” would take place sometime within
September 11-13, 1988, “Armageddon” would start on October 4,
1995, and the supposed earthly millennial reign of Jesus would begin
on December 23, 1995. And, according to him, eternity begins on
Tuesday, January 1, 3000! So, get ready. Notice, that according to
Whisenant, there is “no other time in history or the future,” other than
1988 through 1995, when these “Bible counts fit.” Since Whisenant
knows, and is sure there can be no doubt, then the conclusion, from the
above, must be that Christ is never coming back (cf. Jn. 14:1-4)! After
his 1988 prediction failed, he came out with a subsequent book, 89
Reasons Why The Rapture Is In 1989. Not surprisingly, he missed it,
again. Whisenant, as do other end time prophets, misuses Daniel’s
seventy weeks to try to prove his case. He wrote: “[F]rom the Day of
Atonement 1988 to the Day of Atonement 1995 is the Seven-Year
Tribulation called the 70th week of Daniel”25 So, let us consider the
Biblical meaning of Daniel’s seventy weeks.

DANIEL’S SEVENTY WEEKS

Daniel 9 records the last revelation of God to Daniel. (The chapters
are not in chronological order. Chronologically, they would be in this
order: 1-4, 7, 8, 5, 6, 11, 10, 12, and 9.) Daniel 9 is one of the most
discussed and misunderstood chapters in the Bible. Many premillennial
prophets and date setters look to Daniel 9 as if it supported their false
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doctrines. (I owe much to brother Rex A. Turner, Sr. and his book,
Daniel: A Prophet Of God, for much of the following information.)26

Darius I Hystaspes, the son of Ahasuerus, reigned from 521-486 B.C.
(Dan. 9:1-2). In the first year of his reign, Daniel understood from
Jeremiah that God would accomplish seventy years in the desolations
of Jerusalem (Jer. 25:11; cf. 29:4-10; 2 Chr. 36:19-21).

Daniel prayed with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. In his prayer he:
praised God for His keeping His covenant and mercy; confessed their
sins and disobedience; declared their “confusion of face” because of
their transgression; spoke of God’s doing what He had promised in His
Word in bringing them into captivity; and, that God was righteous in
so doing; and besought the Lord to let His anger and fury be turned
away from the city of Jerusalem, and to cause His face to shine upon
the sanctuary (Temple) that was desolate, for the Lord’s sake (Dan. 9:3-
19). Zerubbabel had led 49,897 of the Jews back from captivity to
Jerusalem (Ezra 1-2), in the first of three returns (536 B.C.). Work was
begun on the Temple, but was soon stopped by the opposition (Ezra 4).

Finding Cyrus’ original decree, Darius ordered the resumption of
the building (Ezra 6). The Temple, which was destroyed in 586 B.C.
(Jer. 52:12-14), was finished being rebuilt in 516 B.C. God sent the
angel Gabriel to give Daniel understanding, and Gabriel told Daniel of
seventy “weeks” (seventy heptads or sevens). Seventy times seven
equals 490 (years, as we shall see) (Dan. 9:20-23). During the seventy
weeks (490 years), the following would be accomplished (v. 24): to
finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation
for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up the vision
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

To Finish The Transgression

There would be a full end of the desolation on the Jewish nation for
their sins of idolatry. The Assyrian and Babylonian captivities broke
them from idol worship.

To Make An End Of Sins

A way (system) of forgiveness would be provided that sin would
be remembered by God no more (Heb. 8:12; cf. 10:1-4; 9:22; 10:12).

To Make Reconciliation For Iniquity

Through Christ, man could be reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:18-21;
Rev. 1:5; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4).
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To Bring In Everlasting Righteousness

The Gospel system of righteousness, that brings salvation by
Christ’s atonement for sin, would be brought in within this 490 year
period (cf. Rom. 3).

To Seal Up The Vision And Prophecy

To fulfill the Old Testament prophecies which culminated in the
Messiah (Mt. 11:13; 5:17-18; Lk. 24:44).

To Anoint The Most Holy

Christ would be anointed as King of kings (1 Tim. 6:15; Dan. 7:13-
14; Mk. 16:19; Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:9), during this time of seventy weeks.

The seventy weeks would begin with the going forth of the
command to build Jerusalem (Dan. 9:25). From then to the Messiah
would be seven weeks and threescore and two weeks or 69 weeks.
Sixty-nine weeks of 7 days per week is 483 (years). Seven weeks (49
years) would be involved in the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem
(“the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times”).
After the threescore and two weeks (which come after the seven
weeks); thus, after 69 weeks, or 483 years, Messiah would be cut off
(suffer a violent death, Isa. 53:7- 8). Note: Christ would begin His
public ministry after the sixty-ninth week; thus, in the seventieth week.
Many miss this point and, as a result, misapply this prophecy (Dan.
9:26).

“But not for himself” means He would have nothing (ASV). He
had no possessions (Jn. 19:23-24). He had no position of worldly honor
(18:36). He had been forsaken by His friends (Mt. 26:56). He was
crucified by His people, the Jews (23:34-39; 27:23). He gave up self,
and emptied Himself, to save man from sin. The people of the prince
(the Roman army under Titus) would destroy the city (of Jerusalem)
and the sanctuary (Temple), with a flood (an overwhelming), which did
happen after the weeks of Daniel, in A.D. 70 (cf. Mt. 24:15). The
Christians in Jerusalem fled to Pella and were spared, but multiplied
tens of thousands of Jews were killed or taken captive in the destruction
of Jerusalem.

According to Daniel 9:27, He would “confirm the covenant with
many for one week,” which refers to the work of Christ and His
disciples to take the Gospel to the Jews. The Jews were given the good
news first (Mt. 10:5-6; Acts 1:8) until Acts 8:5. When the seventieth
week was up, the Gospel would be taken to the Samaritans (Jew and
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Gentile mixed race, Acts 8:5), and eventually to the full-blooded
Gentiles.

“In the midst of the week” means in the middle of the seventieth
week. Therefore, after 69 weeks (483 years) and one-half week (3.5
years), for a total of 486.5 years, Christ would be crucified. Half of the
week (the seventieth week) would be three and one-half years, the time
of the public ministry of Jesus, which began when He was about thirty
(Lk. 3:23; Jn. 1:29ff). He was crucified three and one-half years later.
His ministry covered the time of four Passovers (Jn. 2:12-13, 23; 5:1;
6:4; 12:1). By His death on the cross, He would “cause the sacrifice and
the oblation to cease,” nailing the Old Law (with its system of animal
sacrifices) to His cross (Col. 2:14). By fulfilling the Old Law, He took
it out of the way (Mt. 5:17-18), by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb. 10:9-
10). Thus, there is no benefit in offering an animal sacrifice after the
cross.

When did the command go forth (Dan. 9:24)? The command to
restore and to rebuild the city was given to Nehemiah in the second
commission of king Artaxerxes Longimanus (Neh. 1:1-3; 2:1-6). It was
in the king’s twentieth year, and he began to reign in 477 B.C. Thus,
his twentieth year would be 457 B.C.

Timetable Of Daniel’s Seventy Weeks

Beginning with 457 B.C. (the going forth of the command), add:
7 weeks (49 years) for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. Then, there are 62
weeks (434 years) added to the 7 weeks (49 years) for a total of 483
years, until the Messiah’s ministry. After the 1/2 week (3.5 years) until
the crucifixion, there would be the last 1/2 week (3.5 years) of
preaching to the Jews, for a total of 490 years, or 70 weeks. 490 years
from 457 B.C. would be A.D. 32-33. Subtract one-half week (3.5
years), and the date of the crucifixion was in A.D. 28 or 29.

The point is this: the blessings of the Messiah are now available to
us. Daniel’s prophecy is not yet to be fulfilled. God has not postponed
the Messiah’s coming, Kingship, and blessings. They are available now
just as Daniel prophesied. There is no future fulfillment of Daniel’s
seventy weeks, nor do the weeks apply to some yet to come millennial
kingdom. As always, the false prophets, date setters, and premillennial-
ists have missed the point, misapplied the passage, and misled the
people, but God’s true prophets have, time and again, been proved to
be correct.
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“SIGNS OF THE TIMES” AND THE “LAST DAYS”

False teachers refer to “signs of the times,” and they set forth the
claims that Jesus revealed what signs would precede His Second
Coming and the end of the Christian Age. Misunderstanding and
misapplication of Matthew 24 (and parallel passages) fuel their
theories. Our Savior, as His words are recorded in Matthew 24, gave a
sign of the coming fall of Jerusalem (in A.D. 70), but of His Second
Coming and the end of the world, He gave no such sign. His instruc-
tions (and sign of the city’s destruction), as followed by the Christians
in Jerusalem, were such that not a single Christian perished in the
conquest and destruction of the city by the Roman armies under Titus.

First, note that He gave no signs of His Second Coming and the end
of the world. Jesus said of “that day”; that is, the day of His return,
“knoweth no man” (Mt. 24:36). No man knows yet. On the other hand,
of the punishment to come upon the Jews and Jerusalem, Jesus had told
the hypocritical Jewish leaders: “All these things shall come upon this
generation” (Mt. 23:36), and “Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate” (v. 38). Departing from the Temple, Jesus said to his
disciples: “See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There
shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown
down” (24:2). This must have seemed surprising indeed, considering
the great size of the stones used in the building of the Temple. In the
very presence (or view) of the magnificent and massive Temple, which
had been built by Herod (v. 1), the apostles asked Jesus: “Tell us, when
shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of
the end of the world?” (v. 3). They were interested in two things,
“When,” and “What.” He answered the two questions (when and what)
with a discussion of two events (the fall of Jerusalem and the end of the
world).

It seems the apostles may have confused the two events, but Jesus
showed clearly the distinction. He began answering their questions with
a discussion of the fall of Jerusalem, including the destruction of the
Temple, and the accompanying sign, which would show that which He
said would “come upon this generation” (23:36); thus, “This generation
shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled” (24:34). Note the
instances of “these things” in Matthew 23-24 (vv. 23:36; 24:2, 3, 6, 8,
33, 34), all of which are used in reference to A.D. 70 and the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. The Temple had been God’s house (21:12-13), but
after God’s presence departed, because of the wickedness of the Jews,
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the Roman army, under Titus, would come “in the name of the Lord”
(23:39) to destroy it so that: “There shall not be left here one stone
upon another, that shall not be thrown down” (24:2). History shows the
Roman army demolished the Temple, even removing stone from stone
seeking the gold which ran down through the cracks when the Temple
burned.

Jesus warned: “Take heed that no man deceive you” (v. 4). False
Christs would appear and deceive many (v. 5),

For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall
deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars:
see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the
beginning of sorrows. Then shall they deliver you up to be
afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations
for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall
betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false
prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved (Mt. 24:5-13).

“These things” (wars, natural disasters, persecutions, false
prophets, and love waxing cold) would come to pass, but they would
not signify the end; that is, the fall of Jerusalem. So, His followers were
not to be alarmed. Those who endured to the “end” (Jerusalem’s
destruction) would be saved (v. 13). Modern false prophets and
premillennial predictors cite the very things noted above as proof that
we are in the last days. They miss the whole point of Christ’s words.
Christ continued, noting that the Gospel would be preached to all
nations (which it was, Col. 1:23), and “then shall the end come” (Mt.
24:14).

The Abomination Of Desolation

The abomination of desolation standing in the holy place in God’s
Temple (Mt. 24:15) would be the sign of the destruction of Jerusalem.
When the Roman army besieged the city (Lk. 21:20), the fulfillment of
Daniel 9:27, in the destruction of Jerusalem, would come. They were
called upon to “endure unto the end” (Mt. 24:13), but when Christians
in Jerusalem saw the sign (v. 15), they were to flee. This was a sign
they could understand (v. 15). Thus, Jesus said:
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Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: Let
him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing
out of his house: Neither let him which is in the field return back
to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child, and
to them that give suck in those days! But pray ye that your flight
be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day (Mt. 24:16-20).

They could flee, and they were commanded to do so. Their flight
was to be with haste, and their prayers in preparation should be to the
end that they would not be hindered. Obviously, this was not a
reference to the Second Coming of Christ and the end of the world
from which none can flee. The Christians in Jerusalem saw the sign,
fled the city (and went to Pella), and not one lost his life in Jerusalem’s
destruction. The “great tribulation” (in the punishment of the unbeliev-
ing Jews and the destruction of the ecclesiastical system of Judaism) of
those days would result in the destruction of all there, “except those
days should be shortened” (vv. 21-22). Those who refused to heed the
sign lost their lives (or were captured), but for the sake of His people,
the days were shortened.

Then, Christ warned of false sightings, and He said: “[B]elieve it
not” (v. 23). False Christs and false prophets would seek to deceive the
elect, but, because of His previous warnings, His people were fore-
armed (vv. 24-26). The swiftness of the destructive coming of His
judgment upon Jerusalem would result in the eagles gathering upon the
carcase of the city (vv. 27-28). In figurative and apocalyptic language,
Jesus described the fall of the Jewish system (leaders, priesthood,
Temple worship, etc.) like the heavenly bodies losing their light and
position (v. 29; cf. Isa. 13). When these things came to pass, they
would signify that “the Son of man,” whom they had crucified, was “in
heaven” (Mt. 24:30; cf. 26:64), and His coming in judgment (not His
Second Coming) on Jerusalem was proof that He sat at the right hand
of God (Heb. 8:1; Dan. 7:13-14). Angels, that is, messengers who
preached the Gospel, not the heavenly host, would go forth with the
good news to the world (Mt. 24:31; cf. Mk. 16:15-16). This, the
followers of Christ did.

The Parable Of The Fig Tree

Premillennialists and date setters make much of this parable (Mt.
24:32-33). The simple truth taught by it is this: men can tell when
summer is near (just as we can today) when the trees start blooming
and budding. Just so, when the Christians in Jerusalem saw the sign
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that Christ had given (v. 15), they could tell the time was near. The
things of which Jesus had spoken, and which are recorded in the first
part of Matthew 24, would come to pass within the lifetime of that
generation. Hear what He said: “Verily I say unto you, This generation
shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (vv. 34-35). A genera-
tion is about forty years; thus, what Jesus said would come to pass in
about forty years, and it did, in the destruction of Jerusalem and the
burning of the Temple by the Roman army in A.D. 70. Who can miss
this obvious truth without being deceived? Its certainty has been
established: “[M]y words shall not pass away.”

The Second Coming Of Christ

Having concluded His discussion of what was going to happen in
the destruction of Jerusalem and when it would be, Christ turned to a
discussion of His Second Coming (cf. Heb. 9:28). Though men could
know the time of the fall of the city, as detailed above, none would
know the time of Christ’s return. The contrast begins with the word,
“but”—“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels
of heaven, but my Father only” (Mt. 24:36). Note “that day” (referring
to the Second Coming of Christ at a date unknown to man) is different
from “those days” (referring to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D.
70). There will be one day when Christ returns, but many days were
involved in Jerusalem’s fall (cf. 2 Pet. 3:10; 1 Thess. 5:2). There will
be no sign of Christ’s coming again, for how could He signify that of
which time even He (then) did not know? How, then, can anyone
presume to set a date for the Lord’s coming, when such is impossible?
No man will know beforehand of the Lord’s imminent return, but it will
be as it was in the days of Noah (Mt. 24:37).

For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that
Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and
took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be (vv. 38-39).

Therefore, since there will be no signs of Christ’s coming, all men
must watch and pray. “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come” (v. 42). We know He will come, but, our Lord
said: “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh” (25:13). When He comes, some will
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be received into eternal glory, but others will be consigned to punish-
ment, eternally, in hell (24:40-41). Why? Because some will be ready
and watchful, and others will not. The Savior used illustrations to drive
home His point. First, if the goodman of the house had known when the
thief would come, he would have watched in order to prevent his loss
(v. 43). Second, if the servant had known when his master would
return, he would have been found faithfully conducting himself in his
service, and would be blessed (vv. 46-47). But, if he is unprepared,
thinking, “My lord delayeth his coming,” and conducts himself
inappropriately, “The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,” and will
punish him accordingly (vv. 48-51). “Therefore be ye also ready: for
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” (v. 44).

Christ’s return will not be in such an hour as men think, but as they
think not. Therefore, beware of lying prophets, premillennial prognosti-
cators, and date setters. Get ready, stay ready, and be ready for Christ’s
coming. It will be too late to get ready when He comes!

WHAT ARE THE LAST DAYS—
AS TAUGHT IN SCRIPTURE?

The words, “last days,” occur in eight passages in the Holy Bible,
as listed below (Gen. 49:1; Isa. 2:2; Mic. 4:1; Acts 2:17; 2 Tim. 3:1;
Heb. 1:2; Jas. 5:3; and 2 Pet. 3:3). In the passages listed above, the
meaning of last days in Genesis 49:1 is thought by many to be a
reference to the end of the Patriarchal Age, but some see always the
Messianic or Christian Age in its meaning. Isaiah 2 and Micah 4
obviously refer to the time of the Christian dispensation, specifically
the time of the coming of the Gospel of Christ and the establishment of
the Lord’s church (cf. Acts 2), the last period of time. In recorded
history, there are three dispensations: Patriarchal (generally considered
to be from Creation to the giving of the Law of Moses at Mt. Sinai),
Mosaic (the time from the giving of the Law until the Cross), and
Christian (the age in which we now live, after which there shall be time
no more).

Again, Acts 2:17, a reference to the events of Pentecost day, speaks
of the Christian Age. Peter’s inspired interpretation and application of
that which Joel spoke by inspiration (Joel 2) must be correct. Yet,
almost two thousand years have transpired since Peter spoke those
words. 2 Timothy 3:1 and 2 Peter 3:3 indicate the false doctrines and
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scoffing unbelievers who would be present in the Christian dispensa-
tion. Peter’s inspired passage shows one of the things about which men
would scoff was the Second Coming of Christ! However, though their
scoffing took place in the last days (the Christian dispensation), their
scoffing was not an indication that Christ’s return was imminent.
Hebrews 1:2 obviously makes the distinctive contrast between the
revelation from God in previous days and the revelation through the
Son in the Gospel Age. Note: he says, “in these last days,” which was
written more than nineteen hundred years ago. James 5:3 shows the
folly of rich men who lay up their treasures, but who do so without
consideration that we are living in the last days, and that Christ is
coming in Judgment one day.

That we now live in the “last days” cannot be successfully refuted,
but what does this mean? New Testament writers, by inspiration, used
this phrase to refer to the time between the First and Second Comings
of Christ. There will be no time after this time; thus, these are the last
days. There will be a “last day,” when Christ returns, but there is a
difference between the last days (the Christian Age), and the last day
(the day of Christ’s Second Coming, and the end of the world). John
wrote: “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we
know that it is the last time” (1 Jn. 2:18). Evidently, the time of which
John wrote, and in which John wrote, was the last time (hour, ASV; cf.
Jn. 4:21), a reference to the last days (the Christian Age). Many falsely
claim (see discussions preceding) that the Antichrist (a wicked world
leader according to them) will arise, and that his presence will be a sign
that we are in the last days. John wrote that even when he was living
there were many antichrists (cf. 1 Jn. 4:3); thus, the appearance of
antichrists was not a sign of the Second Coming of the Savior, but a
testament to the fact that Jesus was even then reigning as King of kings
and Lord of Lords (1 Tim. 6:15).

The last time (hour) is not a reference to the last days of the Mosaic
Age, nor to the time preceding the destruction of Jerusalem, nor to the
imminent return of the Lord, but to the entirety of the Age from
Christ’s First Coming to His Second Coming. That there were those
then opposed to Christ (thus, anti-Christ), and that there are such men
(plural) today is not a surprise, nor is it a sign of Christ’s imminent
return. Premillennialism has missed it, again. The last days refer to the
time in which you and I live. It is the time to which all the Bible has
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pointed in fulfillment of God’s will for man that salvation from sin be
through His Son, Jesus Christ. When these days end, there will be no
more days, but eternity.

What Must We Do In Response
To The Truth About The Last Days?

First, we must realize we are living in the last days; that is, the
Christian Age, and that this age will end when our Lord comes back.
This does not mean that any man knows that Christ’s return is
imminent, or that any man can know the time of His coming by
observing supposed “signs of the times.” He could come at any time,
and He will come sometime. Second, since Christ has promised to
return, and since we do not know when He will, we must be prepared
at all times by hearing and heeding His Word. Third, we must help
others to understand the need to prepare properly that they might be
ready. Fourth, we should have hope and rejoice that our Lord will
return and that we can be with Him eternally!

CONCLUSION

How sad that some have been deceived by unscrupulous, lying
“prophets,” but sadder still is this: they were deceived either because
they were ignorant of the Truth, or because they rejected the Truth for
the doctrines of men. How regrettable that some live in fear, and others
in false hope, because date setters have convinced them to believe that
which is the imagination of the false prophets’ hearts. The truth is this:
Christ is coming again, and we must be ready for His return—“But of
that day and hour knoweth no man.”
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